2o8                              LYALLPUR

Jat, and where women are concerned, the lower in rank
generally model themselves on the higher. As we have
seen,1 the custom of the Jat in regard to the field-work
done by his women varies north and south of the Beas,
The same difference holds in respect of the Arain. In
Amritsar the Arain woman does little more than pick
the cotton; but in Jullundur and Hoshiarpur, like the
wife of the French and Austrian peasants, she does
everything except plough,2 and helps in the sowing,
weeding, and reaping, and also in working the well.

'There is tyranny in this/ said an educated Arain,
who was once in the army and now lives in the colony.
'Men make them work hard, as they wish to keep them
in subjection. Many times have I seen children running
after their mothers in tears, and the mothers could not
even lift them up to comfort them, as they had a basket
of dung on their heads/ A sterner point of view was
expressed by another Arain, also an educated man, who *
being a very hard worker himself was perhaps not
inclined to pity others for having too much to do.
'No doubt*, he said, 'they have little time to look after
their children, but it is a case of necessity, and it is
better that they should work than that their husbands
should run into debt. If there were not this necessity,
then certainly it would be better for them to work less
hard. There is nothing of servitude in this: on the
contrary, the woman generally speaks the last word/
He admitted, however, and another Arain present
agreed with him, that over 50 per cent were occasion-
ally 'beaten' by their husbands, and from 5 to 10 per
cent habitually: 'But the beating was only of the hand,
and even when beaten a woman bows to the blows but
does not yield/ He was once trying to persuade some
colonists to start a society for reducing their expen-
diture on social ceremonial and received the reply:

1  P- *75*

2  In Les Landes (France) I have seen her even ploughing, but with the
wheeled plough only.